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Bicycle and Pedestrian
Planning and Facilities

Planning for bicycle and pedestrian facilities contin-
ues throughout Indiana.  Many communities are
updating and refining their earlier bicycle and
pedestrian plans.   INDOT now incorporates sidewalks,
separated bicycle-pedestrian paths and concrete box
culverts in many of its projects to accommodate pedes-
trians and bicyclists.

To extend the flexibility and travel options for public
transportation and bicycling, Indiana cities including
Hammond, Fort Wayne, Lafayette and Indianapolis mount
bicycle racks on many of their buses.

Tunnels provide grade-separated access for
non- motorized use in Columbus, Schererville, Merrillville,
Portage and Indianapolis.  When new highway bridges
were built across the Wabash River in Lafayette and the
White River in Indianapolis, the old bridges were
converted for exclusive use by bicyclists, pedestrians and
others choosing not to drive.

Indiana’s Rail-Trails
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Sources:  INDOT’s divisions of Multi-Modal and
Program Development and the Indiana State
Police.

Vehicle/Pedestrian Collisions

A number of important rail-
trails are under development in In-
diana.  The Cardinal Greenway, part
of the 6,000-mile American Discov-
ery trail, will extend about 60 miles
and connect Richmond, Muncie
and Marion.  About 20 miles of the
Cardinal are open for use in the
three principal cities.  From
Chesterton in Porter County to
Griffith in Lake County, the 22-mile
Oak  Savannah-Prairie Duneland
Trail is one of several rail-trail  con-

version projects in Northwestern Indiana.  The B & O Trail will
extend miles west from Marion County to Parke County, an
area known for its covered bridges.

Nationwide there is over 10,000 miles of rail-trail.  In Indi-
ana there will be about 86 miles of rail-trails open by year’s end.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety
The number of crashes involving bicycles dropped slightly,

but the number of pedestrian crashes increased in 1999.  Bi-
cycle-related injuries were down from the previous year, while
pedestrian injuries were up.  The number of pedestrian fatali-
ties fell somewhat during 1999 compared to the previous year.


